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PRICE POUR- PENCE. 1 


SHORT ACCOUNT. 
W a ALEXANDER, 


MoH has been ſaid of the unfortunate. perſon, of ſome 
of whoſe papers the following is a copy; but as theſe 
reports not only, in many. inſtances, contradict themſelves, 
but ſome of them are abſolutely contradicted by himſelf in 
his laſt words, when one cannot but ſuppoſe truth would 
come from his lips, we rather chuſe to ſuppreſs them. He 
firſt came to this town in April laſt under the name of George 
Roſs, Surgeon of his Majeſty's ſhip the Reſolution, and 
brought with him a letter of recommendation from a tradeſ- 
man in Glaſgow to a correſpondent in this town, which after- 
wards appeared to be forged. With the credit, the connection 
with that Gentleman gave him, he negociated a bill of ex- 
change, at the Tyne Bank, which appeared to be drawn 
at New York, the 17th of January, 1783, by Samuel Jenkin» 
ſon, upon Meſſrs Gray and Ogilvie, Agents, in London, for 
1351. 128. payable at fifty days fight to James Ferguſon, Eſq; 
or order, the name J. Ferguſon being indorſed upon it, with 
the acceptance of Gray and Ogilvie at the bottom. For this 
bill he received a Scotch Note on London for 1c0l. and the 
remainder in caſh, - The bill being ſent to London, and pre- 
ſented ro Meſirs Gray and Ogilvie, they diſcovered the 
forgery, and of conſequence refuſed payment. In the mean 
time he had gone to Liverpool, and got, for this 100l. bill on 
London, another ſmaller bill on London, and the remainder in 
caſh, He then went to London with a Captain in the Navy, 
who, they both having lodgings at Peckham, took this ſmall 
bill of his to be exchanged, and by that means he was 
apprehended, by the name of George Roſs, and was ſent 
down hither by a Writ of Habeas Corpus, to. take the 
üͤrſe of the law. The bill and indorſement were ſuppoſed to - 


e forged, as well as the acceptance, but he was only pro- 

ceeded againſt for the latter; and at our laſt aſhzes, was in- 
dicted by the names of William Alexander, otherwiſe 8 
| | EI : , 
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Roſs, otherwiſe George Chriſtie, names he at different times 
had aſſumed, for forging the ſaid Gray and Ogilvie's accep- 
tance-of the ſaid Bill of 3 and for a fame, 
with intent to defraud the faid Gray and Ogilvie, and alſo 
the Proprietors of the Tyne Bank. Upon his trial, a witneſs 
from London proved, that the acceptance upon the ſaid Bill 
was not the hand writing either of Gray or Ogilvie, or any 
of their Clerks 3 his uttering the Bill with that acceptance at 
the Tyne Bank as true, and there obtaining value for it, and 
other circumſtances, were alſo clearly proved, and the jury 
found him guilty. He behaved well N his trial, and re- 
ceived his fentence with calmneſs, and a ſeeming reſignation 
and acquiefcence. | 


One of the jury, who tried him, not having been returned 
on the Sheriff 's pannel, though ſummoned inltead of his fa- 
| ther, 2 reſpite was given till the ryth of November, that ſuch 
aa an informality might have the conſideration of the twelve 
| judges ; and happy it was ſo! for he ſpent the intermediate 

time in the moſt penitent and becoming manner. He was 

ever averſe from giving any account of himſelf, of his family, 

5 or even of his proper name, till the r5th, when at one of the 
*  Hhumaneand charitable viſits of the Sheriff, he begged him to 
ſend to the Printer of theſe ſheets, the paper, figned W. 


| Alexander, which he meant, and did read, word for word, 

do the populace immediately before his execution. At about 

"WF one o'clock he ſet off from Newgate in a mourning coach, at- 

tended by the Rev. Mr Brown, one of the Ordinaries, and a 
: Diſſenting Miniſter. He had taken the facrament from Mr 


Browa at two in the morning, had afterwards a ſound ſleep 
for three hours, ſpent the time previoas to, and after he had 
left the gaol, in prayer, &c. and after reading his ſpeech, 
copied in the following pages, was turned off, with an aſto- 

niſhing ſerenity pictured on lis countenance, at a quarter 


Ls 


paſt two, and expired without a pang, 

. During his confinement, he was very fervent in his devo- 
tions, defirous of being inſtructed in his duty, and conſtant» 
Iy read the ſcriptures, and other religious books; or wrote 
upon ſerious and inſtructive ſubjects. He was fully convinced 

of the evil confequences of vice and irregularity ; was truly 
penitent; met his fate with perfect reſignation, and wonder- 

ul fortitude; and left a convincing proof, that a proper knows 
ledge and practice of the duties, required of us by the goſpel, 
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will enable us to bear the ſevereſt trials with becomipg cheat» 
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XTather of mercies ! comfort my ſoul in trouble, 


and purify it with thy grace, that it may be a 


clean and holy habitation, fuch as thy glorious Majeft 
does not diſdain to dwell in. Let no impurity be fu 


fered to remain in me, but purge me thoroughly from : | 


every thing that may offend thee. Look upon me in 
thy great goodneſs, and, after the multitude of thy: 
tender mercies, hear the prayer of thy poor finfub 
creature. O keep my ſoul, and deliver me; lead me 
ſafe through this vale of danger and forrow, and con- 
duct me 17 the way of peace and holineſs, to thy 
heavenly kingdom. Go not far from me, O Lord my 
God make haſte to help me; for corrupt imagina- 
tions are conſtantly riſing in my breaſt, and innumes 
rable fears and ſorrows cloſe my ſoul in on every fidec 
The ſenſe. of my hazardous conditien overwhelms me 
with torment, and deep diſtreſs; while I ſee the greats 
neſs of my danger, and the multitude of my fin. 
Shoot forth, O bleffed Jeſus, the bright beams of thy 
heavenly and eternal light, that they may enlighten all 
the dark. corners of my ſoul, and eſſectually featter 
every. cloud of ignorance and error, Which now ha 
ſo thick over me. Thou, O Lord, who" cor 
the waves and the winds, and they obey thee filence 
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can alone come from thy redeeming love. 
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the ſtorms within my troubled breaſt. Send out, O 


Father of all goodneſs, thy light and thy truth upon 
me. Raiſe and refine my mind from all earthly 
things, and draw my affections up to heaven. Unite 
me to thyſelf, for thou alone canſt anſwer all my wants. 
O moſt merciful-God, purge my ſoul from all vain 
anxiety, and * baniſh all idle fears; enable me to get 
over the diſtracting troubles of the world. Give me 
grace to conſider myſelf, and all things below, as full 
of vanity. Impart to me, then, O my God, I humbl 

beſeech thee, that heavenly wiſdom, which may dil. 
poſe me to ſeek thy kingdom, and thy righteouſneſs. 
J cannot flee from the ſcourge of thy wrath; but, O 
merciful Redeemer, enable me to fly to thee, thou 
Saviour of the world, who ſhedſt thy precious blood for 


the ſalvation of guilty ſinners, of whom I am the 


chief. Turn not away from me, when I call upon 
thee, in this my time of great diſtreſs; for my relief 
Grant me 
then, O bleſſed Lord, a reſcue in thy own good time, 
and in the mean time ſtrengthen me with patience ; 
that thy powerful aid may enable me to bear up 
againſt the ſharpeſt tribulations, without deſpon- 
dency or diſtraction. My ſinful heart acknowledges 
thy mercy in the midſt of wrath, and ſadly reflects 
that thou haſt puniſned me, much leſs than my of- 
fences deſerve: O that this humble ſenſe of my own 
guilt may work in me ſuch quiet and contented ſub- 


miſſion to thy divine Providence, that I may neither 


unduly decline, nor unthankfully murmur at the 


weight of my ſufferings, till, in thy infinite mercy, 


thou ſeeſt fit to grant me comforts of thy favour in 
that heavenly kingdom, where all tears ſhall be wiped 


away—then ſhall I triumph in death, But O moſt 


merciful Creator, how can I look up to thee for for- 
weneſs :—Thou whom I have ſo often and grievoull 


* offended; Thou who canſt not look on fin, but wit 


the utmoſt deteſtation and abhorrence ;—thou who 
even charged the angels with folly.—Lord theſe re- 


flections of thy divine attributes make me almoſf 


daeſpat 
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deſpa air of 
goodneſs, in ſending thy only gy. 0p Son, Who was 
with thee from all eternity, to this ſinful world, to 
ſhed his immaculate blood for guilty ſinners; O God 
ſuffer and help me to lay hold on that divine ſacrifice. 
O bleſſed Jeſus, ' who pardoned the thief on the croſs, 
may I find the efficacy of thy all fufficiency in the 
agonies of death, that I am about to ſuffer ; and that, 
aſter having rendered_myſelf obnoxious to human ſo- 
ciety, I may, by a ſincere repentance, find admittance 
into thy heavenly kingdom, through the merits of wy 
atoning love. 
O Lord, out of thy all bountiful goodneſs, bleſs all 
whom I have injured, whether in their property or 
otherwiſe : O God, ſhower down a double portion of 
good things upon them, make their ſituation in this 
life comfortable, and take them to thyſelf at laſt. — 
Bleſs the whole race of mankind : may all live to ſerve 
thee, the only true God—theſe things I aſk —_ 
the merits of Lage CR, Amen. 
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God of all mercy and es, to whom can 
I lift up my eyes but unto thee; for, while Fhe 
before thee, in this infinite diſtreſs, I know that thine ' 
almighty power and boundleſs grace can ſtill find out 
a way for my recovery. Thou art he whom I have 


moſt of all injured and affronted, and yet from thee 
alone muſt I ſeek redreſs; againſt thee, thee only, 


have I ſinned, and done evil in thy ſight, ſo that thon 


mighteſt be ;uſtified when thou ſpeakeſt, and clear when. 
thou judg 


eſt, though thou ſhould'ſt this moment ad- 


judge me to eternal miſery. And yet, O goodneſs ! 1 


beyond thought and vower divine, I feel g God 
that ſecretly draws me to thee, as if I mi ht fin 
reſcue there, where I have deſerved the mo a- 
vated deſtruction. O thou God!] of infinite mercy.and 
5509 A 2 | goods 


don : But when I think on thy almighty Y 
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goodneſs, I know I have deſtroyed myſelf, but in thee 
is my help, if there be help at all. Have mercy, 
therefore, upon me, O God! according to thy loving 
kindneſs. O point out the city of refuge] O lead me 
thyſelf in the way everlaſtin i I know. thy | goſpel. is 
the only remedy z, O teach thy ſervants to adminiſter 
it! And O prepare mine heart to xeceive it! I know 
it is the great deſign of the goſpel, | wherever it ig 
cordially received, to fill the heart with ſentiments of 
love to thee the ſummit of all happineſs, Ariſe, O 
my dejected foul ! proſtrate in the daft before God, 
and, trembling under the terrors of his righteous 
ſentence, receive the glad tidings of the glorious 
goſpel, . publiſhed to the world by thy only begotten 

n. O may the gracious tidings of ſalvation, puts 
chaſed by the blood and righteouſneſs of the Redeems 
er, give me that conſolation which the world cannot 
take from me. O bleſſed be his holy name, who 
tore-ſceing the apoſtaey into which the whole human 


race would fall, did not determine to deal with ſtrict, 


though juſt, ſeverity againſt us, ſo as to conſign us over 
to everlaſting ruin; but publiſhed to all, to whom the 
goſpel might reach, the expreſs offers of life and 
glory, in a manner which his infinite wifdom judged 
moſt ſuitable. O goodneſs infinite, enable me to 
look up to my redeemer ; let me view him in his fuf- 
ferings, when he cried out, My God, my God, why 
haſt thou forfaken me. He was wounded for my 
tranſgreſſions, and bruifed for my iniquities; the 


chaſtiſement of my peace was upon him, that by 


his ſtripes I might be healed and accepted of thee as 


- righteous. O my foul, what return can I make for 


ſuch fuper-abundant goodneſs; poor duſt and aſhes, 


alas l thou haſt nothing to offer! Nevertheleſs I may 


rejoice in the aſſurance, that where fin hath aboundedz 
there ſhall grace much more abound, O how aſtoniſhs 
ing the thought, that thou ſhouldſt leave the magniſi- 
cence and joy of the heavenly world, in compaſſion 
to fych a wretch as I am : Thus thou haſt atoned 
injured juſtice, and redeemed me with thine F. 


— 
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one in my humble ſituation. Oh let not this, which 


1 would fain call my chriſtian- joy, be as that faokſh 


laughter with which I have been ſo —_ enchanted 
but teach me to ſecure this mighty bleſhng, this glo- 


rious hope, in the method which thou haſt appointed, 
and prevent me from miſtaking the joy of nature, for 


that grace which embraces and enfures deliverance. 

Lord, I am convinced of my guilt and condemna- 
tion, and of my own inability to recover myſelf; 
nevertheleſs let me feel that conviction more deeply, 
and impreſs it yet ſtronger upon my ſoul, that I have 
undone myſelf. O God, enable me to apply to Chriſt 
with a deep abhorrence of my fins, and a firm reſolu- 
tion in the ſtrength of his grace, for my acceptance 
with thee. O thou bleſſed Redeemer, I have wronged 
thee moſt ungratefully, but now J am willing to ſub- 
mit to thee; and I have brought my Toul to be lodged in 


thine hands, if thou wilt condeſcend to receive tt. 


O Lord, I have no treaſure wherewith to purchaſe 


it, I have no equivalent to give thee for it; but if that 


compaſſionate heart of thine can find a pleaſure in 


ſaving one of the moſt diſtreſſed creatures under 


heaven, that pleaſure thou mayeſt here find. I admit 
thee, O my Saviour! and welcome thee with unutter- 


able joy; but, O Lord! conquer every licentious 
— joy to be wiſelß 
governed and reſtrained from all evil; eſpecially ſub-⸗ 
due my pride, that ſo ill ſuits an impovegithed and 
condemned creature, that thy way of ſalvation may 


be amiable to me, in proportion to the degree in 


principle within me; that it may 


which it is huntbling. Teach me, O Lord, what 


thou wouldſt have me do, that I may practiſe it: If it 


be more than my feeble powers can anſwer, thou wilt 


I hope, give me more ſtrength, that I may be cali , 9 
to addreſs myſelf to thee, with all the importunity of a2 
periſhing ſinner, that at length ſees, and knows, 
there is ſalvation in no other. I adore thy goodneſs. 


"4 and 


blood. O let me not receive this grace of God in 
vain; but raiſe me to that humble gratitude, to that 
active unwearied zeal in thy ſervice, which becomes 


— — 


and patience, f chat has borne with me ſo long, and 
the grace that now makes me willing to be thine. 
Oh! ſecure this treacherous heart to thyſelf. Oh! 
unite me to thee in | ſuch inſeparable 8, that 
none of the allurements of fleſh and blood, none of 
the vanities of an enſnaring world, may draw me 
back from thee, till at length I know more fully, by 
joyful and everlaſting experience, the fullneſs of thy 
goodneſs. Theſe things I aſk through the merzts of 
my ever bleſſed Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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AVE mercy upon me, O God, after thy toving 
kindneſs, and pardon my offences, for they are 

without number, and very heinous in their nature: They 
have ſtained my ſoul deeply, till it is odious in thy 
ſight, wherefore, O merciful God, waſh me tho- 
roughly in the blood of Jeſus, and cleanſe me by thy 
holy ſpirit. Shew me thy mighty power and mercy, 
by pardoning all my tranfgreſhons. I am inwardly de- 
piraved in my underſtanding, and corrupted in my 
SY will. Enlighten my mind, and diſpel all the errors 
Jt and miſtakes, and teach me what thy holy ſpirit can 
teach, that the bleſſed fruits may appear in a fincere 
; and thorough change in my ſoul, that I may be holy 
11 e.ven as thou art holy. O moſt gracious God, give me 
1 but hope that thou wilt forgive me all my ſins, and O 


94 


give a portion of thy divine fpirit, that I may be ena- 


bled to perform, and ſeek after, that real repentance, 


which can alone be acceptable to thee. 


ly Purify me, I beſcech thee, from thoſe evil affections 
mt that fo often intice me from thinking on thee, and free 


1 me from thoſe dangerous errors, which have led me 
us altray from thee.—Let me go on in a holy courſe, by 
my the continuing aid of thy grace, though I have defiled 
il myſelf, and rendered myſelf obnoxious to thy immacu- 
41 late holineſs; yet, O God, caft me not man 
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but renewin me a right, true} and unfeigned.difpoGs | 
tion of mind, which will diſpoſe me to proper views 
of my own ſtate, and of thy greatneſs, Let me fee 
the abſolute neceſſity of applying to Jeſus  Chrift, 
whoſe all-ſufficiency alone can make me acceptable 
to thee. Amen... n nien 
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In LESSED. Jeſus, I preſent myſelf unto thee as a 
6 viretched creature, driven indeed by neceflity to do 
t, for ſurely were not that neceſſity urgent and abſolute, 

1 ſhould not dare for ſhame to appear in thine holy and 
majeltic preſence. I am fully convinced that my ſins and 
my follies have been 1nexcufably great, more than 1 
Jaa expreſs ; ſuch aggravations have attended my tranſ- 
y greſſions, that it looks like prefumption ſo much as ts 
aſk pardon of them; and yet would it not be greater 
Y Wl preſumption to ſay, that they exceed thy mercy, and 
„the efficacy of thy blood | to ſay that thou haſt power 
e= WW and grace enough to pardon ſinners of a lower order: 
u Bl while ſuch as I lye out of thy reach! Preſerve me from 
rs that blaſphemous imagination ! Thou art indeed able 
n and willing to fave to the uttermoſt.— Thou knoweſt, 
re 0 Lord, all my fins and follies; I cannot, and I hope 
* I would not, diſguiſe them before thee, or attempt to find 
je {out any plauſible excuſes. Many have met with-pardon; 
O even beyond their hopes, and, as thy compaſſion is 'inexs 
2 hauſtible, I will throw myſelf at thy feet, earneſtly 
beſeeching thee, that thou wilt have mercy upon me. Oh! 


"© Wo not reſolve to ſend me down to a ſtate of final mi 
and deſpair, which it was thy gracious purpoſe to ſave me 
Fa from.—Oh ! remember that my eternity is at ſtake. Re- 


member, O Lord, that all my hopes of obtaining, 

e eternal happineſs, and avoiding everlaſting deſtructi | 

aepend intirely upon thee— They hang upon thy ſmiles, 

:d Nor drop at thy frown.—Speak Lord by thy bleſſed ſpiri 

u- aad baniſh my fears—Look unto me with love and grac 

r, Win thy countenance, and ſay to me, thy fins are forgivem 
SD | thee : 


» 
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thee; go in peace -O Lord enable me to commit 'my 
immortal ſoul to thee, that thou may'ſt purify and fave 


it, that thou may'ſt govern it by the dictates of thy 


word, and the influences of thy holy ſpirit; and chat 
thou wilt receive it at death, and fix it among thoſe 


ſpirits, who with perpetnal ſongs of praiſe ans thy 


throne. —Come therefore, O thou bleſſed ſpirit, who art 
the author of all grace and conſolation, work this tem- 
per in my ſoul, and repreſent fin to me in all its moſt odi- 
ous colours, that I may feel a mortal, and irreconcileable 
hatred to it.— Oh! repreſent the majeſty and mercy of 
the bleſtd God, in ſuch a manner, that my heart may 
be alarmed at its awful condition; convince me of ſin, 
of righteouſneſs, and of judgment—Teach me by faith 
to behold thee as extended on the croſs, with open 
arms, and with a bleeding fide, telling me in the moſt 


forcible language, what room there is for me.—In thy 


power and love may I confide—To thee may I without 


reſerve commit my ſpirit—Thy image may I bear, thy 


laws may I obſerve, thy ſervice may I purſue, and may 
1 remain thru' time and eternity a monument of the 
efficacy of thy Goſpel, and of thy victorious grace.— 
Blot out, I beſeech thee, O God, every falſe and pre- 
ſumptuous hope—Let me know the worſt of my caſe; be 
that knowledge ever ſo diſtreſsful, and tho” there be ret 
maining danger, Oh ! let my heart be fully ſenſible of 
it.——Q God, if there be any ſecret fin yet lurking in my 
foul, which I have not ſincerely renounced, diſcover it 
to me, and ſend it out of my heart, and accompliſh in 


me all the good pleaſure of thy goodneſs —and manifeſt 


thy gracious preſence in my ſoul, till it is ripened for 
that ſtate of glory, which Ron hab PI the be 


* Amen, 


— . 


— — — 


PRAYER bh. 


and as from thee my being was derived, ſo from 


| thee happineſs directly flows. With thee is the foun- 
tain bot life; the great object of . final hope is tg 


4 dw 


Leſſed God, thou art the fountain of all pin 
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dwell for ever with thee; give me, I beſeech thee, 
ſome foretaſte of that delight; give me to experience 
the bleſſedneſs of that man who feareth. the Lord. 
To thee may my waking thoughts be directed; and 
with the firſt ray of light, that viſits mine opening eyes, 
lift, O Lord, the light of thy countenance upon me; 
when my faculties are rouſed from that ſtate, as it were 
annihilated in ſleep, may my firſt actions be conſecra- 
ted to thee, O God, who gaveſt me light; who gaveſt 
me every morning a. new life. Enable me to pour 
out my heart before thee. with a filial reyerence, ſree- 
dom, and endearment. O may I liſten to the dictates 
of thy word, and may my ſoul be animated by the 
great motives there ſuggeſted. May I every morning 
be renewing the dedication of myſelf to thee, through - 
Jeſus Chriſt thy beloved ſon, and be deriving- from 
him new ſupplies of his blefſed ſpirit ; and, being 
thus prepared, do thou, O Lord, lead me forth by 
the hand to all the duties of the day. May I know, 

O God, that my time is in thine hands; for, th I am 
dead to this world, yet, O merciful Creator] with 
thee there is life everlaſting through the merits. of my 
Redeemer. | May I know the value of time, and im- 
prove it in ſuch duties as will be moſt ſuitable to one 
in my ſituation, how painful ſoever they may be. 
To thy glory, O Lord, may my hole attention be 
fixed; may every refreſhment animate me to ſerve 
thee with greater vigour and reſolution. May mine 
heart be thankful, and mine eye watchful to obſerve all 
thy mercies, and with gratitude to look up to that 
hand who gave them and, whey, afflittions come, O 
God, enable me to bear them with fortitude and re- 
ſignation, knowing, that if I come off conqueror, 
{hall receive the greater reward. When I am f 
rounded with temptations, do thou, O Lord, deliver 
me ʒ make me ſenſible, I entreat thee, of my on 
weakneſs, that my heart may be raiſed. to thee ſor 


preſent communications of proportionable ſtrength. 
When I am engaged in the ſociety of others, map it 
be my defire and. care, that I may give. nn 
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may I remember my heavenly father is with me; and 


Thus let my days be ſpent, and let them all be cloſed 


ſence.— Meet me, O God, in my evening retirements, 


be judged of the Lord, who ſearcheth all hearts, and 


"come daily up before thee as incenſe, and let the 
lifting up of my hands be, as the morning and evening 


its natural courſe, may it And me employed in thy 


_ Infinite mercy, ſuffer not the ſun to go down in thy 


3 1 Thou ſupreme, yet all righteous and gracious 
appear, thou doſt not diſregard the earth, and its in- 


Habitants, but attendeſt to its concerns with the moſt 
condeſcending and gracious by 


| N 10 4 a * 
much inſtruction as poſſible; and, when I am alone, 


O may I enjoy the pleaſure of thy preſence, and 
feel the animating power of it awakening my ſoul to 
an earneſt deſire to think and act as in thy ſight 


in thy fear, and under a ſenſe of thy gracious pre- 


and, when I view my conduct, may I do it with an im- 
partial eye.— Let not ſelf- love ſpread a falſe-colouring 
over it; but may I judge myſelf as one that expects to 


cannot forget any of my works. —Let my prayer 


ſactifice.— May I reſign my powers to fleep in calamelz 
and ſerenity, humbly hoping in thy mercy, - through 
Jeſus Chriſt, whether my days on earth be prolonged, 
or the reſidue of them be cut off. If death comes in 


ſervice; and if I am called on a ſudden, O thou l 0 
wrath; but may I find a ſweet and eaſy paſſage from 
the troubles of this world to an immortal ſtate. 0 


Lord, theſe things I aſk, through the merits of my 
Redeemer's Blood. Amen. n f 
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governor of the univerſe | mean and contempti- 
ble as this little province of thy ſpacious empire may 


| | egards.—l believe in thy 
univerſal providence and care, and I firmly believe thy 
holy, wiſe, and kind interpoſition in every thing that 
n 1 relates 


| N 
elates to me, and to the circumſtances of my abode in 
his world. O Lord, enable me to look through all 
nferior cauſes unto thee,” whoſe eyes are upon all th 
reatures—to thee who formeſt the light, and ke,! 
larkneſs, who makeſt peace, and createſt evil. O 
ay J look up to thee as the firſt cauſe and end of 
11 things! I acknowledge that it is of thy infinite 
ercy and goodneſs that I am not conſumed and con- 
igned over to everlaſting deſtruction ! O thou-foun- | 
ain of forgiveneſs {I confeſs that the fins of one day 
pf my life have juſtly merited all theſe chaſtiſements. 
gut O wonderous forbearance | that thou haſt not 
iven commiſſion to do all the dreadful work of juſ- 
ice, but haſt permitted me, poor, undeſerving wretch 
hat I am, time to ſee and experience thy goodneſs to- 
ards me in this world—and a full diſplay of thy 
natchleſs love in the glorious plan of redemption, pur- 
haſed by the only begotten ſfon—O wonderous con- 
leſcenfion, that thou ſnhouldſt lay aſide the ſceptre of 
niverſal ſway, to undergo all the ſcorn and contempt 
of a ſelf-righteous' and tumultuous mob -O let me 
pour out my whole ſoul into thy friendly boſom, . 
acknowledging my numerous fins, and earneſtly be- 
ſeeching thy forgiveneſs: And O grant me a favour- 
able look in the midſt of my afflictions Support my 
ſoul by thy conſolations, mingled with my tribulations, 
and ſhew me thy marvellous loving kindneſs. I am 
partaker of thy bounty every day and moment of life — 
I am partaker of thy goſpel. O make me. partaker of 
the grace of it, operating in my heart, that I may come 
nearer and nearer on the temper of my mind to thee; 
and, when the days of my affliction will have an endin 
this world, may I be received into the manſions of 
everlaſting bliſs. © Amen. | | I 
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pet unknown. Enable me, O molt mighty ſovereign, 


N 
Saladeiv ks os eee 1 
Which was his laſt. ) 19] 
"HE time faſt approaching, and the very gre 
probability of the awful ſentence being put uy 
execution, induced me to collect a few thoughts for 
that trying moment; if they, in any degree, correſpond 
with your ideas, I ſhall be glad, and am, &c. E 
O thou: ſupreme ruler of the viſible and inviſible 
worlds | Thou ſovereign of life and of death, of earth 
and of heaven, bow down thy gracious ear, O God, 
and let my prayer come before thee with acceptance 
The hour will ſoon come, when thou wilt ſeparate 
me from this world, with which I have been ſo long 
and familiarly acquainted, and lead me to another az 


the aſhiſtance of thy divine ſpirit, -to. make the 
change as becomes a man, and a chriſtian, as on 
who is called of thee to receive an inheritance incoꝶ 
ruptible, and fadeth not. I acknowledge, O Lord; 
the juſtice of that ſentence, by which I am to ſuffeg 
and own thy wiſdom and. goodneſs in appointing, jt; 
help me to turn it into the happy occaſion of honoring 
thee, and adorning the profeſſion of a Chriſtian, that 
I may glorify thee in the pangs of death, when thus 
finful part of my nature is. diſſolved. Gracious father 
I would not quit this world without my grateful ac 
knowledgments to thee, for all that abundant. goods 
neſs which thou haſt cauſed to paſs before me: With 
my dying breath will I bear witneſs to thy faithful 
care. I thank thee, O my God, that this guilty, fors 
feited, unprofitable life was ſo long ſpared. I thank 
thee for the mercies of my days, which are now 
come- to their period. I adore thy wonderful good 
neſs, that thou paſt taught me to throw myſelf entire 
ly on the all-futhciency of my Redeemer; for the 
riches of thy grace manifeſted in him; for his inſtrut 
tions and his example; for his blood and his ane 

. n 8. 
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ö 
neſs. I bleſs thee, O God, that I am not dying in an 
ungenerate ſtate, but that thou didſt awaken and con- 
vince me; Ithank thee for thy Miniſters and ordinan- 
ces; I thank thee for thy bleſſed word, and for thoſe 
exceeding rich and precious promiſes of it, promiſes of 
ſupport in death and. of glory beyond it, and of the 
reſurrection of my body to everlaſting life. Che- N and 
ſupport me, O moſt gracious God! in thgſe" laſt 
extremities of expiring nature. May thou add me to 
che happy number of thoſe who have been more than 
Conquerors in Death; and, may thou give me ſuch 
ſupplies of thy holy ſpirit, as will enable me to ſub- 
mit with chearfulneſs and reſignation to thy heavenly 
will, c OO 3 
O may I indeed preſume to ſay I am accepted of 
thee : O may my fins, numerous as they are, enfla» 
med by every aggravating circumſtance, be had in 
remembrance no more. And, O God, now I am 
ſtanding on the borders of both worlds; now I view 
hings as in the light of thy preſence, and of eternity; 
how unworthy do I appear, that I ſhould be taken to 
Iwell with angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men made 
derfeck. Alas! I have reaſon. to look with deep hu- 
lation in a poor, unprofitable, finful life. But O 
moſt adorable. Majeſty, I come unto thee as. a ſinner: * + 
ho believes in thy ſon, for pardon and life. I fall 
down before thee as a guilty. and polluted wretch; but 
thou haſt made me rejoice, that I am in the hands of 
he good ſhepherd. Lord enable me to look down,” 
pon this world, which I am going to quit, and breath 
out my dying vows for its. proſperity. - I humbly be- 
eech thee, that thou wilt guard it, and all who keep 
hy commandments, as the objects of thy peculiar care. 
vieſs the whole race of mankind, unite them more 
and more in the bonds of peace and holinefs: And 
now, O God, bear me to the general aſſembly, and 
hurch of the firſt born, to the innumerable company | 
of angels, and to the ſpirits of the juſt made perfect; 
and whatever this fleſh may ſuffer, let my ſteady-ſoul : 
de fixed on thee. Let * perform its laſt office in 


to the lamb for ever and ever. Amen. T 


Texts of Scripture. ſelected, and connected, by him, 


hand of my righteouſneſs. And he is not a man that 


Will fear no evil; for thou art with me, thy rod and 


for me, I ſhalkbehold thy face in righteoufneſs: I ſhall 


therefure my heart is glad, and my glory rejoicethy 


(14). 


an honourable manner. Let my few remaining mo- 


ments be ſpent for thy glory, and ſo let me afcend 
with love in my heart, and praiſe on my faul- 
tering tongue; ſaying, bleſſing, honour, glory and 
power be unto him, that fitteth on the throne, and 


| 
7%: 


and which he read in his way to the GaLLOWS. 


FTEAR not for I am with thee; be not diſmayed 
for I am thy God; I will ſtrengthen thee, yea I 
will help thee, yea I will uphold thee with the right 


he ſhould lie, or the ſon of man that he ſhould repentz 
Hath he faid, and all he not do it ? or hath he 
ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it good? The Lord is 
my light and my ſalvation, whom ſhall T fear? The 
Lord is the ſtrength of my life, of whom ſhall I be 
afraid ? This God is our God for ever and ever: he 
will be our guide even unto death. Therefore, though 
Lwalk through the valley of the ſhadow of death, 1 


thy ſtaff, they comfort me. I have waited for thy ſal 
vation, O Lord. Oh continue that loving kindneſs 
unto them that know thee, and thy righteouſneſs to 
the upright in heart; for with thee is the fountain of 
life, and in thy light ſhall we ſee light. Thou ſhalt ſhew 
me the path of life, in thy preſence is fullneſs of joy: 
at thy right hand tiere are pleaſures for evermore. AF 
be ſatisfied when I awake with thy likeneſs ; for I know 
in whom: I have believed, and am perſuaded he is able 
ta keep what I have committed to him until that day; 


my 


W ern 
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my fleſh-alſo dual reſt in hope; for ;if-wetbelieve hat 


Jefus died, and roſe again, thoſe alſo, that fleep in Je- 
ſus, will God bring with him. I give unto my ſheep 
eternal life, ſaĩd Jeſus, the good ſhepherd, and they 
ſhall never periſh, but have everlaſting” life; neither 


ſhall any pluck them out of my hands. "This is the W 


of him that ſent me, that every one, that beHeveth on 
me, ſhould have everlaſting life, and J will raiſe him 
up at the laſt day. Let not your heart be troubled, ye 


believe in God, believe alfo in me. In my father' Ss. 


houſe are many FN if it it were not ſo, I would 


have told you: I go to prepare a place for you, I will 


come again, and receive you to W that where I 
am, there may ye be alſo. 

Go tell my brethren, I afored unto my ſather, and 
to your father, and to my God, and your 4 
Father, I will that thoſe, thou halt given me, be with 
me where I am; that they may behold my glory 
which thou haſt given me; that the love, where- 


with thou haſt loved me, may be in them, and I in 


them. He ' that 'teſtifieth thefe things "faith, f 

I come” quickly; Amen, even ſo come 'Lord Jeſus] 
O death, where is thy ting ? O grave, where 1s thy 
victory? Thanks be to God, who giveth us the.) vic- 
tory W our Lord eg eſus Chriſt. We” 


An exact Cory of the very Parr, which he read, 


Worn ror Wok, 1 the People, Pamedintely en 
Execution. | 51 


ty Friends, 


Vo. are come here to ES ns awfo] a 8 3s 
| any that can poſlibly happen in the events of 
human life. You are come to ſee a- fellow creature 


ſuffer a painful and ignominious Dar. 
1 > You 


= a 
LOSS — — 


A 
Ton ſee à man juſt going to launch into ETzaxity, M1, 
becauſe public Juſtice demands his liſe, as a juſt forfeiture, on 
for having violated the laws of bis country. Alas, my ch 
| friends! You view a man as ſuſceptible of friendſhip, WW 
Fl and who knew the relative duties of ſociety as well as MW 1: 
4 moſt of you; and yet, by a ſtrange perverſion of thoſe N co 
amiable qualities, you ſee him reduced to this miſerable co 
condition. | fr. 
_ To trace out all the various ſteps and progreſs of viee, W ch 
when religion is thrown aſide, and vanity, folly,, and th 
diflipation are ſubſtituted in its place, is not my deſign; and, Wth 
as the language of truth ſhould ever drop from the lips th 
of a dying man; let what I now addreſs to all have its 
due weight. 9 1 
look back with regret, and compunction of mind, on a MW} 
life that has been ſpent, alas too little under the direc- 


| r 
tion and influence: of that wiſdom from above! Yielding 1 
to the imagination of a deceiving heart, and to the falſe 5 
mazims and manners of a deceiving world, I lived, to to 
my ſhame I ſpeak it, without God, and without hope: W,. 


the pleaſures, folly, and diflipations of life were in- \ 

dulged without check or controul.— However it is MW” 

ſome comfort to my mind, that I can charge myſelf al 

with no other crime, that could have made me the 

_ deſerved object of public juſtice, J have acted, in different 
relations of life, with honour and fidelity ; but, Alas! 

- . amidſt the diſcharge of theſe duties, I was often too 
unmindful of the duties I owed myſelf. I gave way to 

what was gay and faſhionable, and ſpent my time in being 
conformed to the world, which I now feel, and acknow- 

ledge with the ſincerity of a dying man, ſhould have. been 

ſpent in a very different manner, Would to God! that 

108 the young, thoughtleſs, and infidel world, ſaw as L now 
rw ſee, felt as I now feel—the falſe reaſoning, and falſe 
0 maxims, of the faſhionable world, would appear infipid, 
1 in compariſon of thoſe doctrines that comfort the heart, 
ot thoſe truths that warm the ſoul, of thoſe hopes that. 
mY  ftrengthen the laſt moments of a dying man. I now 
L feeel. and bear honourable teſtimony to, the precious dif- 
BY coveries of the Goſpel : I feel every part ſuited to my 
Ws guilt, to my ignorance, to my weakneſs, to my fears.— 
l have experienced the inſtructions of divine mercy to 
be, indeed, peace on earth, and good will towards W 
188 & f .. * , 
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I; as a dying man, reſt my all, in time and eternity, 
on the Saviour it points out, on che promiſes it gives, un 
the bleſſings it beſtows, on the hopes it diſeloſes. 
Would to God! thoſe giddy and gay companions, who 
have been the aſſociates of my paſt days, now felt the 
convictions that have paſſed through my mind, and the 
comforts that have gradually ſprung up in my ſou 
from believing in the merey and love of God to the 
chief of ſinners. With what pleaſure would they leave 
the. world and its vanities! With what, hatred would 
they deteſt fin! With what defire would they walk in 
the ways of religion! | 
My preſent unhappy ſituation, convinces me, that. 
there is an all-diſcerning Providence, that detects, by 
the moſt unexpected and trifling circumſtances, the 
crimes, of men; * that nothing can elude the know- 
ledge of the Almighty. My prefent ſituation convinces 
me, that his laws are-not habitually; and perſeveringly 
to be trifled with, that he will ſooner or later write 
bitter things, againſt the finner. Diſmal would my ſtatę 
be, did not the ſame. God, that detects folly, tell me 
alſo in his word, that he alone can and does ;pardon 
them through the Redeemer. —Here' all my hopes 
and happineſs. are placed, when every thing under the 
jun appears as — Uk and vanity. I beſeech Parents 
and Children, Maſters and Servants, Young and Old, 
to ſeek finſt the kingdom of Heaven and its Righteoufe 
neſs, and to truſt to Providence: for temporal bleſſings. 
Had I regarded my duties to God, and made the cares 
and purſuits of life my ſecondary object, I ſhould not 
have gone untimely to the. grave. The inordinate 
love of the world, pride of heart, ſelf confidence, and 
an unconcern about divine and eternal things, are among 
+ Wie chief cauſes that have involved me in my prefent 
ar calamity. - Every one, that wiſhes well to his preſents 
but eſpecially his eternal comfort, as a dying man 1 
beſeech by the mercies of God, and the love of the 
Redeemer, to guard and watch againſt thoſe bitter 
roots of iniquity. I have felt the miſery that is at the 
to end of them, and, in order that you may now feel it, 
ö take a — courſe 49 what, I have done. Study, 
, | 3 in 
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in the firſt place, to pay a devout obedience to the 
Jaws and ordinances of God a regard to the laws 
man will follow. I acknowledge the juſtice of "my 
ſentence I have felt the bitterneſs of iniquity—Eter 
nal thanks to my Saviour's blood! I now experience the 
comforts of his pardon. E >.» 
The ſenſe of guilt and dread of exemplary puniſhment 
had, indeed, once tempted me to uſe ſuch opportunititz 
as were then in my power, effectually to have evaded 
the ſentence of, the law; but I now moſt thankfully 
praife that all directing power who reſtrained fuch un. 
warrantable attempt, and am happy in thoſe inſtruQiong, 
and that hopeful and chriſtian ſtate of mind, which hay 
now influenced me, chearfullyto ſabmit my laſt ſacrifice, 
to the juſtice of the divine and human laws. 
It may be proper, before I conclude, to contradif 
ſome ill grounded affertions, which ſome gentlemen, 
of whoſe humanity and goodneſs I cannot ſay tos 
much, communicated to me lately. In anſwer to thi 
charge, the true caſe is ſo different from what is fail 
and believed by ſome, that the very men who original 
raiſed the report, for 1 cannot miſtake either the per- 
ſons, or the place from whence it came, I mean nd 
perſon in Newcaſtle, that if it be poſſible for heedleh 
folly to profit any one, and in this particular caſe'it 
really has, the perſons I allude to have been great 
gainers, and a letter, which I have now by me, written 
before I was informed of the report, and ſhewn t6 
my friends here, conveysthe claim make, and which as4 
dying man I ſolemnly declare before Almighty God 
to be juſt. Thoſe who gave birth to the report, and 
believed it, will know to what I allude, and what! 
mean. | od þ "Y 
Whatever may have been the motives for any Gentle- 
man in Newcaſtle to credit ſuch report, I by 10 
means blame, but as truly forgive them, as I hope fot 
mercy from that Being, who knows the hearts of all 
men: but I now with my dying breath contradict it 
The Gentlemen of the Bank, who are the ſufferers 
deſerve every commendation I can beſtow upon them 
for the proper and humane manner with which they 
71 | . | On- 
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conducted the buſineſs; and, * to my own . 8 
happineſs, it has been my ſtrongeſt deſire, that I might 
have it in my power to make reſtitution of what I have 
wronged them, but, Alas! that is not in my power. 
Some other inſinuations have been mentioned to my 
prejudice, but they are of that kind as muſt naturally 
be expected in ſuch caſes, therefore 1 think them 
unworthy of notice. 

| muſt-now beg leave to ſay ſoriething! reſpeting my 
ſituation in conſinement; and, while Iattempttado juſtice 
to the Gentlemen concerned, I: indulge the genuine 
feelings of my own heart.— The behaviour of the pre- 
ſent Sheriff to me is far beyond any thing I can ſay of 
him : If humanity, generoſity, and politeneſs, ſhewn in 
the moſt affecting and ſympathiſing manner, claim my 
regard, I have experienced them all in a very eminent 
degree, — The other Magiſtrates of Neweaſtle juſtly de- 
ſerve my. warmeſt thanks for their pity towards me.—1 
am particularly obliged to the Rev, Mr Brown, who has 
ſhewn me every civility, both in his official, and 
civil capacity.— I am alſo obliged to the Rer. Mr 
Grant who has been of great ſervice to me in many 
reſpects.—I think myſelf particularly fortunate, that, 
ſince it was my unhappy fate to be in this ſituation, I 
was a priſoner under Mr Harle's care: His and Mrs 
Harle's humanity and kind attention to me, when they 
knew I was deſtitute of every thing, was ſuch, as would 
do honor to the greateſt and molt feeling mind. —1 | 
that all perſons, who have intereſted themſelves in my 
favour, will accept of ey thing T am gs: of, that 
is, GRATITUDE. 


- * 'L * 


W. ALEXANDER. 


tle Theſe are the laſt words of V. Alexander —IWi FE 22 
Hana, John N Cfieciating Or _ | 
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20 40 UE Bpeat evil of no min? 

\F NAlumny, or evil-ſpeaking, has been a reigning 
vice in all ages, and by this means a greatg 
guilt is contraCted than men generally apprehend, or are 
aware of —If we know for certainty, what we | re- 


Port of another to be falſe, it is downright lying.; i 


we believe what we report of others to be falſe, at 5 
flander; if what evil we report of others be really trut 
and we know it to be ſo, yet it is defamation, an 
Contrary to that goodneſs and charity which chriftiank 
ty requires, for to divulge the faults of others, though 
really guilty of them, without any neceſſity, is cen 
tainly a fin. To think and ſpeak evil of others is not 


only a bad thing, but a sign of a bad man; and th 


many caſes it is as great charity to conceal an evil we 
hear of our neighbour, as to relieve him in diſtreſs.— 
Righteouſneſs and juſtice is doing all that good 'to 
others. which they have any claim of right to Amas 
but goodneſs is doing them all that good which is any 
ways right, fit, and reaſonable for us to beſtow. _. 
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REFLECTIONS on SOLITUDE. 


HE world is a troubled ocean, and who can -eret 
table purpoſes. on its ffuctuatiug waves, —The 
world is a ſchool of wrong, and who does not feel him- 
ſelf warped by its pernicious, influences. Some ſacred 
truth, which was ſtruck in lively charaQers 'on our ſouls, 
is obſcured, if not obliterated. « - Our mnocence is of 
ſo tender a conſtitution, that it ſuffers in the promiſcuous 
croud—OQur purity is ſo delicate, that it ſcarce touches 
on the world without contracting a Rain—But in the 
ſerene and contemplative walks of life, we may com- 
mune with ourſelves, and learo that beſt of ſciences to 
+ know ourſelves” Here the ſoul may rally her diſſipated 
| powers, 
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o wers, and grace recover her native energy. Toa mind, 
ntent upon its own improvement, Solitude has charms 
ncomparably more engaging than the entertainments 
reſented in the multitude, But am I then alone? 
o— Millions of ſpiritual creatures walk the - earth, 
inſeen, both when we are awake and when we ſleep 
Perhaps there may be ſome of them, even in this lone-_ 
ome priſon, or hovering about it, joining with me in 
ontemplating the Creator's works—Let me indulge the 
leaſing thought; and O! may it inſpire me with 
table ideas of his Almighty power and goodneſs, Per- 
aps thoſe. miniſtring ſpirits, who rejoice at the con- 
erfion of a finner, and hold up the goings of the 
mu: -hteous, may follow me in this lonely habitation ; and 
uren in my moſt ſolitary moments be my conſtant atten- 
WW 1nts—What a pleaſing awe is awakened. by. ſuch re- 
er-i:ction ! OI may I never bring any pride of imagination, 
notWor indulge the leaſt diſſolute thought, where ſuch res» 
in ned and exalted beings preſide. Whither ſhall 1 go 
welfrom thy preſence, or whither ſhall I go from thy 
=_ Tas if I climb up to the heights of heaven, thon art 
ere inthroned in light; if I go down into the depths 
ade the grave, thou art there alſo, in the pavilion of 
arkneſs—If I retire to the remoteſt eaſtern clme, 
here the morning firſt takes wing ; if ſwifter than the 
arting ray, I paſs to the oppoſite regions of the welt, 
ven there alſo ſhall I find thee. ns l 
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e REFLECTION on DEATH, | 


im f 1: ir appointed for all _ _ to die, and after that 
1 judgment. | 13 6 


F death be conſidered in itſelf, it is no more than 
what all the living creation here below undergo in 
ommon with ourſelves. And what is dying ? it is 
eaſing to live after the manner we now do; it is a re- 
oval, or rather an eſcape from a world of misfor- 
nes and miſeries, of forrow and diſquiet, of malice 

A | | and 
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: { 22 ) - 
and deceit, noiſe and contention, of pains and anpuiſh 
of eroſſes and difappointments, of vanity and vexation 
and, what is worſt of all, of temptation and fin. Tt i 
doing that, once for all, which we have done a tho 
fand times already, by the decays and infirmities 9 
nature. In ſhort, the preſent life, even to the proſp 
rous, will be found, on a juſt computation, to hay 
made a very unequal diſtribution; for even ſuch hay 
a larger proportion of trouble than of happineſs. B 
to the generality of mankind, it is a rough tempeſt 
ous ſea, and death is the making their port, or at lea 
retiring to the ſhelter: of a creek, where ſtorms ca 
reach and annoy them no more. Theſe are truths « 
which we are ſadly convinced at our ownexpence. Thi 
only deceit arifes from our natural fondnefs for living 
which God hath wiſely infuſed and woven into ou 
ſouls, that we might ſuftam dur calamities the better 
As on the other hand, he hath made faith of a futun 
ſtate our virtue, and ordained. the miſeries af the'pre 
ſent life, as an exerciſe of that virtue, that both tc 
| gether might be a balance againſt the objects of ſenk 

draw off our attention from a place that was never i 
tended for our reſt, and raiſe our deſires up to tho 
better things provided for us in another world. The 
reflections duly conſidered would not only render & 
thoughts of it, but even the thing itſelf, very tolerabl 
to us. But if we conſider death in another capacit 
as leading and keeping us cloſe priſoners to a juſt an 
tremendous judgment, then it hath a ſting indeet 
which is the ſenſe of guilt and ſin unpardoned; this 
what nothing can relieve but the comforts ariſing fro! 
true repentance, from a ſaviour facrificed to expla 
and make full ſatisfuction for our offences, from a tit 
to our part in that expiation and favor of a reconcule 
God. This is our ſure confidence, and heaven's 
earth may paſs away, but his merits and pro 
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PARAPHRASE of the XXVth PSALM. ET vx. 5 


Y days in ſin and ſorrow ſpent, s 
M Lord unto thee [ cry;. | 
Help me, O God, or elſe I'm loſt . 
To all eternity. =P: . 
Let thoſe who tread thy beav'nly courts, er ti'Y 
Where thou mak'ſt known thy R 
Unmindful of the ſinners threats 
With boldneſs ſing thy praiſe. 1 
How far, Lord, do thy ways ſurpaſs PH 
The feeble thoughts of man ; | 
For when their works thy law tranſgreſs, 
Thy mercy who can ſcan! 
David, who by thy juſt commands 
Was rais'd on Iſrael's throne, 
Even there, the Royal finner bends , 
The knee to thee ſupreme. n 3 1 
Thy faithful promiſe he ſurveys, 6 
With extaſy divine; 
Inſpir'd by thee, he lifts his eyes 
To thy pacific throne. 
The fins of youth he thee implores, 
In mercy, to forgive ; 
And prays thy, ways thou wilt diſcloſe, 
That he in truth may hve. | 
Submiſſion, in that great purſuit, „ 
Points out the way divine; . 
And ſhews the man, of pureſt heart, 
How far he is from thine. 
Good and upright are all thy ways 
To ſinful man defin d; | 
Send down, O Lord, 'thy heay' nly roſs, 5 
On my benighted mind. ae 
In mercy thou do'ſt lend thine ear, | ; 
To ſuch as call on thee; 
The meek thou guid'ſt with friendly care, 5 
2 O! ſhew that path to me. * MERE =" te ON 
o The cov'nant which thou mad'ſt of old 
8 To Abram's choſen race, 
7 \cnew it now to me, O God, 
RI TIX I may rule in peace. 
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11 To thee, O Lord, lift my eyes. 
Where mercy may be found; Wo 
Enrich my mind with heav' aly grace, ws 21 
That bleſſings may abound, 5 
12 With fault'ring tongue and humble voice, 
Thy truth ſhall be my theme; g 
I'll raiſe my foul and ſing thy praiſe 
With hopes and joys unknown, 


13 Contented, free from ev'ry care, 
My mind at eaſe ſhall dwell; 
Thy ſervants ſeed thou ſhalt ſecure, 
On David's throne to rule. 


14 Thy ſecrets, Lord, who can explore, 
Thy righteous decrees; 
Alas! they far ſurpaſs the pow'r 
Of mortals brighteſt rays. 


15 Conſcience, that monitor divine, 
Shews me the deadly ſting ; 
Affliction guides the way to heav'n, 
Where truth and goodneſs reign. 
16 Forgetful of thy ſov'reign power, 
That rais'd me to the throne ; 
I tray'd from truth and juſtice pure, 
And happineſs ſupreme. 
17 Compaſſion, large as thy own mind, 
Free from every ſtain ; ; 
Love, cloth'd with pity's cheering hand, 
Will break this deadly chain. 


18 Look down with pity, O my God, 
And pardon what is paſt ; 
My fins are great, but thou art good 
In mercy, to the laſt, 


19 O mighty God, whoſe power ſupreme | 
Is univerſal ſway, . | 
Rebuke my foes, their rage diſarm, 
And teach them to obey. | 
20 Father of ſpirits, light and life, . 
Receive this better part; | 
Keep it from folly, free from ſtrife, 
Let wiidom be its lot. 
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21 Uprightneſs i is thy great delight, . - 
7 Integrity thy rule; a f „ 
4 Thy holy law ſupremely Jjult, 
To regulate my will.. 
22 Pure from the fountain af thy grace, 3 
With bleſſings crown thy church; 


May diſtant nations now rejoice, 
In Chriſt their Saviour rich. 
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{ LETTER wrote by W. ALEXANDER, fo the Hon. 
Mr V. who was the means obtaining a Reſpite. 


SIR, October 26th. 


Otwithſtanding che care you took to conceal an 
action which does honour to human nature — yet, 
Wir, like the animating rays of the ſun, it even found 
its way into this lonely priſon; not, Sir, to dazzle 
the eyes, or fill the mind with viſionary hopes, but to 
feed it with reflections the moſt ſuitable, in my opi- 
nion, (next to the Author of all Good) chat 1 could. 
poſſibly think on. | 
I have often wiſhed for an opportunity of returning 
you my moſt ſincere thanks, for an act of the moſt dif- 
Entereſted friendſhip I have ever heard of, but, till 
Wately, I was ignorant of your addreſs. | | | 
Believe me, Sir, I feel the obligation as I ought. — 
e time, which your humane 1nterpoſition procured 
e, has been of vaſt advantage; and as I expect no 
arther indulgence, I cannot be diſappointed. 
That you, Sir, may live long and happy in the en- 
oyment of every thing this world can produce, and ſus 
Premely ſo in the next, is the ſincere prayer. of 


S1R, 


Your 85 obliged and Ne humble — . 
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Owever FRY it muſt have been for you t 
deliver, and me to hear, the awful news, yet 
Sir, the manner it was done had ſomething in it { 
very agreeable, and beſpoke ſo much the Gentlema 
and the man of feeling, that it was almoſt impoffib 
for the moſt ſuſceptible mind, overwhelmed as ming 
is, not to fulpend his own, for the more agreeabl 
reflections of humanity, politeneſs, and generoſity, 
Such marks af unmerited regard juſtly claim m 
warmeſt thanks to you, * che Gentlemen * 
attended you. 51 V 
Lou cannot, Sir, lappole, lam ignorant how mue 
you have declared your readineſs to render the me}an 
choly ſcene as caſy to me as poſhble. It is from 
thorough conviction of your great humanity, that 
preſume to requeſt a favor, not ſo much on my owt 
account, as my diſtreſſed relations: The letter con 
1 the awful news can only reach Glaſgow thi 
day; and, as they live a conſiderable diſtance fron 
thence, it will be impotfible for them to be here befon 
Sunday night. I am informed, that you expreſſed 
ſtrong deſire, in caſe you conkd, conſiſtent with thi 
duty of your office, and I requeſted it, you would wil 
lingly extend the time: If you can, Sir, for the Te: 
(ſons J have given, I ſhould take it as a very particula 
favor. Lou are, Sir, probably informed, that I har 
been attended by a Clergyman of my own perſuaſion 
I ſhould be "IA if you will permit him to attend u 
at the laſt. I am, with the moſt profound eſteem, 


DIR, 
Your winch TI", 
"Hall | oft obadient humble ſervant, WS, 
wee Thurſdoy Morris, Nov. 13th, 1783. 


| 3 RE 
1 . 8 5 


q ( 8771 


REV. Max Bro W.. 


7 One of the Ordinaries. ) 
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Ratitude obliges me thusto make youmy n+ 
6 HEL $6 ITY for the long and great .ad- 
antages I have received from your Bible: To a per- 
on in my awful ſituation, nothing could poſſibly be 
0 ſuitable. The notes have afforded me great aſt 
nce, by giving me a proper ſenſe of many paſſages, 
therwife obſcure : and they have likewiſe enabled me 
o ſpend many a ſolitary hour very comfortably 4 
ithout which I muſt have been very miſerable. 
You will alſo permit me to return you my moſt 
incere thanks, for your humane and agreeable attend- 
nce on me. I have, Sir, often' ſeen with pleaſure, 
ow anxiouſly you wiſhed to ſerve me, both as to m 
oncerns in this world, and by giving me every aſ- 
"ance to prepare me for eternity. —May He, in whoſe 
nw thil-rvice you are, give you every bleſſing in this world; 
> froſfnd may you receive the reward of the _ at laſt, 


= ach is the *ncere prayer of, 
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1d wil | 

ae - Newgate, You our _ "we 

-ticula 0 

I ha ö, Nov. 178 8 And very bumble ſeruant, Se. 
uaſion | . 
end m 
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Y attempting to do you juſtice, I indulge the g 
nuine ſentiments of my own heart, for, howeve 
mean I may be in other reſpects, yet, Sir, in gratitude 
conſider myſelf equal to the greateſt : And I cannt 
poſſibly take my leave of you and Mrs Harle, witho 
making this acknowledgment : That ſince it was 
will of providence to bring me into this unhappy ſitus 
tion, I confider it as a very happy circumſtance, that 
was priſoner under your care. 
© . Your humanity and attention to me, when you kne 

I was deftitute of the means of procuring the necefl 

- Ties of life, was ſuch, as would do honour to thi 


Treateſt character. . 
eee 


I am, Sir, 
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